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DHL and StreetScooter develop new electric drive vehicle with 
hydrogen technology 
 Fuel cells enable range up to 500 kilometers. 
 DHL Express orders 100 of the vehicles to be delivered beginning 2020. 
 The new “H2 Panel Van” model with up to 10 cubic meters of cargo capacity. 
 

Bonn/Berlin – May 24, 2019: At the Green Tech Festival in Berlin, DHL Express and electric 
vehicle maker StreetScooter have announced their collaboration on a new electric delivery 
vehicle. The new “H2 Panel Van” will become the first 4.25 tonne electric vehicle with an added 
fuel cell, which will provide additional power and enable a range up to 500 kilometers. In a first 
step, DHL Express has ordered 100 of the fuel cell vehicles, with delivery expected from 2020 
through 2021.  

“Openness to new technologies is key to our overall strategy, which is why we’re also 
supporting the use of this battery electric vehicle with additional fuel cell capability,” says 
Andreas Scheuer, Germany’s Federal Minister of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI). “If 
we want to promote alternative drive systems for climate-friendly delivery operations, then we 
need to make sure these new vehicles are priced competitively and capable of good range.”  

For Markus Reckling, CEO DHL Express Germany, the new van fits in to the Group’s larger 
environmental goals. “With the H2 Panel Van, DHL Express becomes the first express provider 
to use a larger number of electric vehicles with fuel cells for last-mile logistics. This underscores 
our aspiration to be not only the fastest and most reliable provider on the market, but also the 
most climate friendly,” says Reckling. “The H2 Panel Van is another example of how Deutsche 
Post DHL Group is working towards its zero-emission goal for 2050.” 

For Fabian Schmitt, Chief Technical Officer at StreetScooter GmbH, the H2 has potential as a 
breakthrough solution. “We firmly believe that fuel cells will play an increasing role in electric-
powered transport, since they can give battery electric vehicles the kind of range that is so 
important for so many customers,” says Schmitt. “With the Panel Van, StreetScooter begins yet 
another chapter in its proud history of innovation and enters into a new growth phase.” 

The H2 Panel Van, which is based on the StreetScooter WORK XL delivery vehicle already 
used by DHL Parcel, features cargo capacity over 10 cubic meters (approx. 100 Express 
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parcels). With a maximum payload of over 800 kg, the H2 Panel Van achieves a maximum 
permissible weight of 4.25 tonnes. In Germany, an exemption for lightweight battery electric 
commercial vehicles means that drivers with “Class B” licenses (normally for passenger cars or 
trucks up to 3.5 t) can operate the H2 Panel Van. For now, DHL Express will be the exclusive 
user of the new vehicle. The Group currently has no plans to sell the H2 Panel Van to third 
parties outside Deutsche Post DHL Group. 

As with the larger WORK XL, the H2 Panel Van will be realized in collaboration with Ford. The 
project is funded by the German Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure (BMVI) 
as part of its National Innovation Programme Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technology (NIP II). 

– End – 

You can find the press release for download as well as further information on 
dpdhl.com/pressreleases 
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On the Internet: dpdhl.de/press 
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DHL – The logistics company for the world 

DHL is the leading global brand in the logistics industry. Our DHL family of divisions offer an 
unrivalled portfolio of logistics services ranging from national and international parcel delivery, e-
commerce shipping and fulfillment solutions, international express, road, air and ocean transport 
to industrial supply chain management. With about 380,000 employees in more than 220 
countries and territories worldwide, DHL connects people and businesses securely and reliably, 
enabling global trade flows. With specialized solutions for growth markets and industries 
including technology, life sciences and healthcare, energy, automotive and retail, a proven 
commitment to corporate responsibility and an unrivalled presence in developing markets, DHL 
is decisively positioned as “The logistics company for the world”. 
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DHL is part of Deutsche Post DHL Group. The Group generated revenues of more than 61 
billion euros in 2018. 

About StreetScooter GmbH: StreetScooter is a pioneer in new e-mobility and market leader 
for electric commercial vehicles in Germany. We combine the art of engineering, the courage to 
have a vision, innovative production, and a consistent customer orientation. The result is a truly 
successful product made in Germany: a zero-emission, practical electric utility vehicle with 
significantly lower operating costs than those of a conventional internal combustion vehicle. We 
offer our customers an attractive insurance package and comprehensive service, including 
advice, financing, and charging infrastructure support. Our vehicles are manufactured in Aachen 
and Düren, Germany. StreetScooter GmbH was founded in 2010 by professors at RWTH 
Aachen University and has been a subsidiary of Deutsche Post DHL Group since 2014. 


