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DHL delivers thrilling e-sport moments at the ESL One in Cologne 
 
 2019 sees DHL celebrate its fiftieth anniversary and its first year of cooperation 

with ESL. 
 To transport screens measuring 4,500m2 – an area equivalent to eleven 

basketball courts – the virtual gaming world relies on huge logistics effort. 
 ESL and DHL have entered into a unique e-sports cooperation celebrated by 

fans worldwide. 

Bonn, July 4, 2019: This coming weekend ESL One Cologne will be celebrating its fifth 
anniversary in Germany’s LANXESS arena. DHL took over as the official ESL One Series 
logistics partner just a year ago. In addition to transporting vast amounts of stage equipment, 
DHL also transports gamer teams’ gaming chairs to ESL locations around the world. Drawing on 
decades of event logistics experience, DHL is celebrating its fiftieth anniversary this year. 

“Our cooperation with ESL enables DHL to become active in a business that appeals to a 
growing trend among younger generations. The major e-sports tournaments and their top 
players thrill millions of fans around the world,” says Arjan Sissing, Head of Corporate Brand 
Marketing at Deutsche Post DHL Group. “As a global logistics company, we are delighted to be 
the official ESL One logistics partner and manage worldwide logistics for the gaming events. 
Although this year’s ESL One events in Katowice (Poland), Mumbai (India) and Birmingham 
(UK) have been a great success, we’re especially looking forward to working the ESL One in 
Cologne (Germany) given that it’s only a short distance away from our corporate headquarters 
in Bonn.” 

Go DHL: a unique partnership in the e-sport world 

As the official logistics partner DHL helps to promote a sport that is rapidly growing in popularity 
on a global scale and has millions of fans hooked. ESL and DHL have developed a unique e-
sport partnership that is celebrated by fans worldwide. In the main arena at the ESL One event 
in Birmingham, chants of “DHL, DHL, DHL” rose up from the crowds as fans showed their 
allegiance to the brand with creative costumes, self-made posters and posts in related online 
media. ESL, DHL and gaming fans all live, breathe and celebrate the partnership as one. 

“ESL One Cologne is celebrating its fifth anniversary in Cologne’s LANXESS arena and it’s 
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thanks to partners such as DHL that the event will run as smoothly as it possibly can,” says Ralf 
Reichert, CEO and founder of ESL. “Behind every tournament of this size, there’s a huge 
logistics effort that has to be carefully planned and coordinated to ensure we can start on time. 
The screens we need to transmit the games measure 4,500m² alone – that’s an area equivalent 
to eleven basketball courts.” 

This year, Cologne will again welcome e-sport community players and fans. For the players, it’s 
all down to concentration, speed, tactics and teamwork. From July 5th to 7th, sixteen teams in 
the group stage of ESL One Cologne 2019 will compete for US$300,000 in prize money and 
battle for a coveted LANXESS arena spot. Last year, some 15,000 spectators attended the 
Cologne event each day. A wide range of activities await visitors to ESL One 2019 – apart from 
official viewing parties and an after-show event, there’ll be autograph sessions with the players 
and entertainment featuring live acts and more. 

– End – 
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DHL – The logistics company for the world 

DHL – The logistics company for the world 

DHL is the leading global brand in the logistics industry. Our DHL family of divisions offer an 
unrivalled portfolio of logistics services ranging from national and international parcel delivery, e-
commerce shipping and fulfillment solutions, international express, road, air and ocean transport 
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to industrial supply chain management. With about 380,000 employees in more than 220 
countries and territories worldwide, DHL connects people and businesses securely and reliably, 
enabling global trade flows. With specialized solutions for growth markets and industries 
including technology, life sciences and healthcare, energy, automotive and retail, a proven 
commitment to corporate responsibility and an unrivalled presence in developing markets, DHL 
is decisively positioned as “The logistics company for the world”. 

DHL is part of Deutsche Post DHL Group. The Group generated revenues of more than 61 
billion euros in 2018. 

 


