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DHL Express flies Chocolat, the disabled chimp, to a sweet new home at 

Monkey World 

London/UK – 22 August 2024: DHL Express and Monkey World announced today that they have 

successfully relocated Chocolat, a female chimpanzee and orphan of the illegal bushmeat trade in the 

Republic of Congo, to her new long-term home in Monkey World – Ape Rescue Centre, Dorset, UK.  

Chocolat was an infant when her family were hunted and killed. When she was rescued, she was found 

to have injuries from shotgun pellets that have left her with a paralyzed hand and foot on her right side. 

After spending the past twenty years in Kenya being looked after by her original rescuer, Chocolat has 

now found a long-term home at Monkey World, which provides specialist care for chimpanzees that 

have been smuggled from the wild and/or suffered abuse or neglect. To accommodate her needs, her 

new enclosure has been treated to upgrades such as lower platforms, new nesting areas, and cargo 

nets, all designed to make Chocolat’s new home as accessible as possible. 

Monkey World was established in 1987 to provide a home for chimpanzees who were being abused in 

the Spanish beach photography trade. Since then, it has continued to rescue monkeys, apes and 

prosimians who have been used or abused by humans. It has assisted 29 governments to confiscate 

and rehome the victims of the illegal trade in primates. The 65 acre sanctuary in Dorset is now home to 

over 230 primates of 25 different species. Chocolat joins 52 other chimpanzees, over 4 groups, living in 

as natural conditions as possible. 

Throughout the journey DHL Express provided Chocolat with VIP service, transporting her in a custom-

built crate supported by a team of specialist keepers, aircraft engineers, cargo handlers, security 

personnel, and pilots. Throughout the trip Chocolat snacked on fresh fruit, nuts and sweet potato.  

Her journey, which was carefully planned to reduce the amount of time she spent in transit, began at 

Nairobi Airport on August 15th, included a brief stop in Bahrain, and concluded with a seven-hour flight 

to East Midlands Airport, where she arrived on the morning of August 16th. From there, she was 

transported by road to her new home at Monkey World. 

At her new home Chocolat is being gradually introduced to six other chimpanzees who will become her 

adopted family. Monkey World is home to chimpanzees rescued from 16 different countries. Chocolat’s 

new family were rescued from Mexico, Argentina, Cyprus, and Thailand, and also have various 

disabilities as a result of their tragic backgrounds. She has already made friendly contact with Bryan, 

the dominant male in her group, reaching out to him and for the first time in over 20 years, touching a 
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fellow chimp. She is getting used to a diet with a larger variety of vegetables than she has been 

accustomed to. As she learns how to be a chimp again, Chocolat is expected to live out the rest of her 

days in peace at Monkey World. Chimps like Chocolat have an average life expectancy of 50 years. 

Other organizations who have supported and assisted Chocolat’s transfer are African Apes and the 

William Holden Wildlife Foundation, founded by actress Stefanie Powers in honor of her lifelong love 

William Holden. 

Stefanie Powers, founder of William Holden Wildlife Foundation, said “In my avocation as a wildlife 

conservationist, I am concerned about the illegal trafficking of primates which continues unabated. It is 

only through the extraordinary efforts of individuals such as Alison Cronin and her Monkey World team 

that our fellow primates may be rescued and rehabilitated. We are only a fraction of DNA removed from 

all our primate brothers and sisters and it is a privilege to play a small part in helping to preserve and 

protect them. Thanks to the outstanding generosity and support from DHL one very special 

chimpanzee called Chocolat will have a chance at a fulfilling life. As a friend of Chocolat I am grateful to 

DHL and Monkey World.” 

Dr Alison Cronin MBE, Director at Monkey World, said “We’re so happy to welcome Chocolat. The 

reason we exist is to offer a nurturing environment for chimpanzees and other primates and to give 

them back a fraction of what has been taken from them by humans, providing them with a family again. 

Companionship of their own kind is vital to chimpanzees’ wellbeing, as they are social, intelligent 

animals. Living in family groups in as natural an environment as possible is the best kind of 

rehabilitation we can provide to chimpanzees like Chocolat. Her integration will be gradual, but her 

journey has been very smooth, thanks to the support of DHL and so far, she is settling in well.” 

Cain Moodie, EVP Network Operations for DHL Express in Europe, said, "It has been an honor to help 

Chocolat, the chimp, relocate to her new home at Monkey World. The logistics of transporting her were 

quite challenging, but our team of experts, in collaboration with Monkey World and her carers in Kenya, 

took every possible measure to ensure her journey was safe and comfortable. It’s a real pleasure for 

everyone at DHL when we can use our skills and network to contribute to projects such as this.” 

– End – 

Note to editors: Photos of Chocolat during and after her move to the UK can be accessed via this link 

 

Media Contacts: 

https://dpdhl.sharefile.eu/public/share/web-sb7106146c8b148c59eb67b71d6d557b1
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Monkey World – Ape Rescue Centre 

Charlie Crowther 

Phone: +44 (0)1929 401013 / +44 (0)7779 886864 

E-mail: communications@monkeyworld.org 
 
 
 
DHL – The logistics company for the world 

 

DHL is the leading global brand in the logistics industry. Our DHL divisions offer an unrivalled portfolio 
of logistics services ranging from national and international parcel delivery, e-commerce shipping and 
fulfillment solutions, international express, road, air and ocean transport to industrial supply chain 
management. With about 395,000 employees in more than 220 countries and territories worldwide, 
DHL connects people and businesses securely and reliably, enabling global sustainable trade flows. 
With specialized solutions for growth markets and industries including technology, life sciences and 
healthcare, engineering, manufacturing & energy, auto-mobility and retail, DHL is decisively positioned 
as “The logistics company for the world”. 

 

DHL is part of DHL Group. The Group generated revenues of more than 81.8 billion euros in 2023. With 
sustainable business practices and a commitment to society and the environment, the Group makes a 
positive contribution to the world. DHL Group aims to achieve net-zero emissions logistics by 2050. 
 
 

Monkey World – Ape Rescue Centre. 

Monkey World – Ape Rescue Centre is home to over 230 primates and is the largest ape and monkey rescue centre 

in the world. It was started in 1987 by Jim Cronin to provide a permanent stable home for abused chimpanzees 
being worked on the beaches of Spain as tourist photographer’s props. Today, his wife, Dr Alison Cronin, continues 

to work with foreign governments worldwide to stop the illegal smuggling of primates from Africa, Asia and South 
America. To date, Monkey World has assisted 29 governments around the globe to stop the illegal wildlife trade. 

For more information on Monkey World – Ape Rescue Centre please visit www.monkeyworld.org 
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Background Information 

CHIMPANZEES 

• Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) are native to West, Central and East Africa. They are classified as 

endangered in the wild according to the IUCN red list with a decreasing population trend. 

• In the wild, they live in large multi male and multi female communities of between 30 -100 individuals. 

There is usually one dominant male, and a hierarchical system beneath him. The groups work in a 

fission- fusion society, with the main group divided into smaller sub groups. 

• Chimpanzees are intelligent, social animals, and are known for their ability to make and use tools, and 

their expressive communication through distinct vocalisations and facial expressions. 

• The main threats to chimpanzees in the wild are habitat loss, hunting of adults for bush meat, and the 

capture of infants for the pet trade, biomedical trade and the entertainment industry. It is estimated that 

for every one infant smuggled from the wild, up to ten chimpanzees in the family group are slaughtered. 

• Chimpanzees have a life expectancy of 40 to 50 years. 


