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DHL and IAG Cargo deepen collaboration with major multi‑year 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) agreements 

 Five‑year agreement through 2030 secures SAF volume for DHL Express  

 Expected lifecycle emissions reduction of approximately 640,000 tonnes of CO₂e 

 When including the DHL Global Forwarding framework agreement, total 

reductions could exceed 1 million tonnes of CO2e 

Bonn, April 14, 2026: The DHL Group today announced a major expansion of its sustainable aviation 

fuel (SAF)* collaboration with IAG Cargo, the cargo handling division of International Airlines Group 

(IAG). The new five‑year agreement, together with a previous 2025 renewal, will enable approximately 

240 million liters of SAF uplifted at London Heathrow Airport and reduce the lifecycle greenhouse gas 

emissions of DHL Express cargo transported on British Airways flights. 

DHL Express will receive the Scope 3 emissions reductions from approximately 40 million liters of neat 

SAF per year, which together with the 2025 renewal, represents a lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions 

reduction of 640,000 tonnes of CO₂e. It covers nearly all of the fuel currently attributed to transporting 

DHL Express cargo within IAG Cargo’s network. The SAF used in this collaboration is certified by 

International Sustainability & Carbon Certification (ISCC), is derived from sources such as used cooking 

oil, and achieves approximately 90% lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions reductions compared to the 

fossil jet fuel it replaces. 

The collaboration will be supported by a further framework agreement between DHL Global 

Forwarding (DGF) and IAG Cargo, strengthening the Group’s cross-divisional strategy to secure reliable 

and diversified access to sustainable fuels. This expanded DGF framework could increase the total 

volume across the DHL Group to over 1 million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions reductions on a 

lifecycle basis, further reinforcing the Group’s ability to meet rising demand for emissions-reduction 

services. This cross-divisional approach helps underpin the growing market for logistics solutions 

leveraging sustainable fuels, and solidifies DHL’s long-term commitment to offering customers robust, 

future-proof sustainability options. 

This strengthened partnership with IAG Cargo reflects a shared commitment to continue reducing 

aviation lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions. Ensuring stable and predictable SAF access is increasingly 

important as customers seek credible, long‑term solutions to reduce their transport‑related emissions. 

It forms a key building block for DHL’s ability to provide consistent, high‑quality logistics offerings 

across DHL Express and DGF. 
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"This agreement shows what is possible when two committed SAF users in the industry pool their 

efforts," said Travis Cobb, EVP Global Network Operations & Aviation at DHL Express. "It significantly 

expands our ability to reduce lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions on a major trade lane and 

demonstrates how cross‑sector partnerships can contribute towards concrete lifecycle greenhouse 

gas emissions reductions." 

Camilo Garcia Cervera, Chief Sales and Marketing Officer at IAG Cargo, said: “DHL and IAG Cargo have a 

longstanding relationship, and it’s great to see our partnership continue to grow as we work together 

to deliver more sustainable air freight solutions while we keep global trade moving. Partnerships like 

these will be critical to scaling the use of sustainable aviation fuel.” 

The agreements support DHL’s goal of increasing the share of sustainable aviation fuel in air transport 

to 30% by 2030, a central element of the company’s broader sustainability commitment. Long‑term 

SAF agreements such as this one help create the foundation required to continuously deliver 

lower‑emissions air transport solutions to customers worldwide. 

 

Notes to editors 

*Sustainable aviation fuel is defined in the ReFuelEU Aviation Regulation as aviation fuels that are either 

synthetic aviation fuels, aviation biofuels, or recycled carbon aviation fuels. SAF can reduce overall 

greenhouse gas emissions based on a life-cycle analysis compared to conventional jet fuel. Tailpipe 

emissions are not reduced; rather, the reduction comes from the production process. While SAF is one 

approach to reducing aviation emissions, there are remaining challenges in scaling its  

production and availability. This means that SAF is currently at least 3 to 4 times more expensive than 

fossil jet fuel. Today, just a very small part of the fuel used by commercial airlines is SAF. The ReFuelEU 

Aviation Regulation promotes the increased use of SAF to decrease aviation’s greenhouse gas 

emissions. The measure is part of the Fit for 55 package to meet the emissions reduction target of 55% 

by 2030. It sets requirements for aviation fuel suppliers to gradually increase the share of SAF blended 

into the conventional aviation fuel supplied at EU airports. 

 

– End – 

You can find the press release for download as well as further information on 

group.dhl.com/pressreleases 
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DHL – The logistics company for the world 

 

DHL is the leading global brand in the logistics industry. Our DHL divisions offer an unrivalled portfolio 

of logistics services ranging from national and international parcel delivery, e-commerce shipping and 

fulfillment solutions, international express, road, air and ocean transport to industrial supply chain 

management. With approximately 400,000 employees in more than 220 countries and territories 

worldwide, DHL connects people and businesses securely and reliably, enabling global sustainable 

trade flows. With specialized solutions for growth markets and industries including technology, life 

sciences and healthcare, engineering, manufacturing & energy, auto-mobility and retail, DHL is 

decisively positioned as “The logistics company for the world”. 

 

DHL is part of DHL Group. The Group generated revenues of approximately 84.2 billion euros in 2024. 

With sustainable business practices and a commitment to society and the environment, the Group 

makes a positive contribution to the world. DHL Group aims to achieve net-zero emissions logistics by 

2050. 
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